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One-hour gems for ages 3 and up combine the best of several art forms: dance, music, 
literature, and design. Each of NYTB’s nine OUB shows on tour includes an interactive 
pre-show talk teaching children how to look for these elements and showing how they 
work together to create a sophisticated ballet tailored for young attention-spans. In 2018–
2019 Once Upon a Ballet productions entertained more than 19,000 children and adults.

More info:  There can be more than 1 Once Upon a 

Ballet performance per day depending on the overall 
engagement schedule.  NYTB has the abi l i ty to  be 
flexible with Technical Requirements and the Technical 
Rider can be sent immediately on request .  nytb.org

The Nutcracker

Grace and Snowflakes
This  small  but  might y company presents 
Keith Michael’s  “ The Nutcracker,” which 
is  choreog raphed especial ly  for  children. 
(Helpful  to  know: It ’s  only  an hour.)  Set 
in 1907, this features an Art Nouveau set 
by Gillian Bradshaw—Smith and costumes 
designed by Sylvia Taalsohn Nolan, of  the 
Met ropolitan Opera. 

   GIA KOURLAS 

   The New York Times
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NYTB

ONCE UPON A BALLET 
2020–2021

Critically acclaimed family series available for touring 

The Ugly Duckling,
everyone is the same 

because everyone is different

A 21st century redux of the classic tale
PREMIERING FALL 2020

Choreographed and staged by Keith Michael, with 
décor by award winning author Lauren Re d n e s s 
a n d  to u r i n g  w i t h  l i ve  m u s i c,  piano works by 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky.

Diana Byer is the founder and Artistic Director of New York Theatre Ballet and New York Theatre Ballet School. She 
is a répétiteur for The Antony Tudor Trust, a member of the Board of Directors of the Dance Notation Bureau, an 
Education Ambassador for The New York Pops, on the Dance Portal Advisory Board of The Children’s Museum of 
Manhattan, and on the Selection Committees of The Bessies and Clive Barnes Awards. She has staged the ballets 
of Antony Tudor for American Ballet Theatre and The Hartt School and the ballets of Agnes de Mille for the Alabama 
Ballet and American Ballet Theatre. She coached the principals for the Columbia Pictures film, Center Stage. Ms. Byer 
was selected by Good Housekeeping Magazine as the 2018 Humanitarian Hero. She was a long-time pupil and colleague 
of Margaret Craske, who was Director of Ballet Instruction at New York Theatre Ballet School until her retirement. 

With its ever-expanding repertory, NYTB’s cutting-edge programming brings fresh insight to classic revivals paired 
with the modern sensibilities of both established and up-and-coming choreographers. Going strong after 40 years, 
NYTB/Chamber works diversity in repertory explores the past while boldly taking risks on the future.

ABOUT NYTB & Founder/Artistic Director Diana Byer
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